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and three cottages, whereunto 160 acres of arable land
belonged, sold it to Henry Smith, gentleman. Which Henry,
following that example in 9 Henry VII., enclosed 640 acres
of land more whereby twelve messuages and four cottages
fell to ruin; and eighty persons there inhabiting, being
employed about tillage and husbandry, were constrained to
depart thence and live miserably. By means whereof the
church grew to such ruin that it was of no other use
than for the shelter of cattle, being within the churchyard
wretchedly prophaned to the evil example of others, as are
the words of the Inquisition"1. A letter addressed by the
vicar of Quinton to the president of Magdalen College about
the end of the fifteenth century prayed him to'*1 remember
the welfare of our church of Quinton, and the support of our
poor town which falls fast in decay and near to the point of
destruction, except ye stand good lord and turn more favour-
able to your tenants, for your housing goes down ; twenty
marks will not set up again [all] that is fallen within these
four years"2.
These passages afford concrete illustrations which bring
home more forcibly to our minds the conditions depicted
in the words of Thomas Starkey (c. 1538). " There is no
man", he observed, "but he seeth the great enclosing in
every part of arable land; and whereas was corn and
fruitful tillage, now nothing is but pastures and plains,
by the reason whereof many villages and towns are in few
days ruined and decayed"3. Preachers quoted the words of
Isaiah : " Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay
field to field . . . that they may be placed alone in the
midst of the earth ". Becon tells how when men "have gotten
many houses and tenements into their hands, yea whole
townships, they suffer the houses to fall into utter ruin and
1 W. Dugdale, The Antiquities of Warwickshire (ed. 1730), i. 51. Cf. also
" John Bayker's Letter to Henry VIII", in F. Aydelotte, Elizabethan Rogues
and Vagabonds (1913), 145. The writer claimed to have travelled through
most parts of the country. " It did pity my heart to see in every place
so many monuments where that houses and habitations hath been, and
now nothing but bare walls standing. ... Is it not a pitiful case : to come
into a little village or town where that hath been twenty or thirty houses
and now are half of them nothing but bare walls standing ? "
* Denton, England in the Fifteenth Century, 318.         s Dialogue, 96.